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New internet TV service to be launched for young people  
 

A new internet television service is to be launched for young people in the UK and Europe as part of 
a major €3.3m (Euro) project led by the University of East Anglia (UEA), it was announced today. 
 
The SeaMedia project will serve the coastal regions of Belgium, France, the East and South East of 
England. Partners in the project are UEA, EPIC Studios in Norwich, HOWEST University College in 
Belgium, West Flanders production company Focus TV, and two major entertainment venues – 
DeKreun in Kortrijk, Belgium, and Le Grand Mix in Northern France. 
 
The cross-border collaboration will see young people work with professional broadcasters and 
academics to create programmes reflecting their interests, and which are suitable for both internet 
and traditional television broadcast. Content will include short films, discussion shows, music and 
documentaries. 
 
Launched today at Multi-Mania in Belgium, Europe‟s biggest multimedia conference, the three-year 
project has received 50 per cent of its funding from the EU‟s European Regional Development 
Fund, through the Interreg IVA 2 Seas programme, which encourages co-operation between 
member states in the North Sea area through development of economic and social activities. Other 
funding and contributions „in kind‟ will come from the partners. 
 
Project manager Mark Wells, who teaches broadcast journalism and production in the School of 
Political, Social and International Studies at UEA, said SeaMedia aimed to create a way for young 
people in the different countries to communicate and share experiences, and to provide an outlet for 
material being made by them that might otherwise not be seen.  
 
“SeaMedia will provide an opportunity for students and young adults around this part of Europe to 
express themselves, to learn more about each other, and to hone industry skills which will stand 
them in good stead should they look for a career in the media. It means their output will reach a 
large audience,” said Mr Wells, a journalist, TV producer and the former director of EPIC. “So this is 
good news for them, and for the partners in the project.” 
 
SeaMedia will also offer experience of employment and production opportunities, student 
internships and exchanges between the partner organisations.  
 
The service, which will include three themed channels - Escape (entertainment); Day2Day (lifestyle) 
and Impact (our wider place in the world) - is due to go live in 2012.  
 
Any individual or institution wishing to get involved in the project by suggesting stories and ideas or 
producing content should contact Mark Wells at mark.wells@uea.ac.uk or 07979 525052. 
 
Ends 
Note to editors: For further information or to arrange interviews, please contact Cat Bartman at the 
UEA Communications Office on +44 (0)1603 593007/c.bartman@uea.ac.uk 
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